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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 
 
It is hard to believe that we have completed nine weeks of remote learning - who could have ever 
imagined that this is what 2020 would look like?  As we continue with remote learning, we encourage our 
students and families to give it their best just as our teachers are doing. Please make every effort to 
attend the Academic Support sessions where teachers can provide real time teaching and reteaching. 
Students should be submitting the assignments following the submission directions provided by his/her 
teacher.  This work should be completed independently so that teachers can see where students need 
support and instruction.  This work will also help teachers in determining where students are in terms of 
meeting the standards.  
 
As we are meeting more often via Zoom or Google Meets, we require parental support with a few 
expected behaviors that will enhance the learning experience for all involved.  

● Help your child select the best place for virtual lessons in your home  
● Students should be seated in a location with a firm surface to write on 
● Students should come with a pencil and paper (and any other teacher requested materials)  
● Please refrain from eating while on the Zoom or Google Meets 
● Devices should be easily identifiable with the child’s name or family last name so they are 

admitted into the meetings 
● If outside, please be sure students are in a shaded area so they can see the screen  

 
Several parents have recently asked about grade promotion and/or retention due to the COVID 19 
pandemic.  At this time, the guidance on this concern from the state and within Norwell is to promote all 
students on to the next grade level.  The decision on grade level placement resides with the principal per 
School Committee policy IKE.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding grade promotion or 
retention, please contact eliza.burns@norwellschools.org. 
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Did you know that free lunches are available each day from 11:00-1:00 at Norwell Middle School for any 
preschool aged child through the age of 21?  Lunches are available for adults as well for a cost of $4.28 
that can be taken from a student’s lunch account or paid in cash.  If you’re interested in learning more, 
please contact our Food Services Director, Judy Crooks at judith.crooks@norwellschools.org or text her 
at 781-820-5319 the day before or before 9am to let her know how many meals you’d like.  
 
This week’s menu: 
Monday, 5/18 - Chicken Tenders 
Tuesday, 5/19 -  Hot Dog 
Wednesday, 5/20 -  Cheeseburger Sub 
Thursday, 5/21 -  Turkey Dinner 
Friday, 5/22 -  Cindy’s Fresh Homemade Pizza 
 
Over the past few years, we have noticed a large uptick in the number of Oh, The Places You’ll Go 
books being sent in for teachers to sign and return without students knowing about it.  While we don’t 
mind doing it, it can be overwhelming when they all come in at once in June.  This year provides even 
more challenges as teachers do not want to be handling materials unnecessarily.  Therefore, we have 
decided that the requests this year will not be written into the books.  Instead, teachers will send along 
emailed messages, if requested, that parents can print and paste into the books at home.  Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 
Two bins are placed outside the main door for any items that need to be returned to Cole School.  One 
bin is labeled Library Books for books that need to be returned to Mrs. McGarry.  The other bin is 
labeled Classroom Materials for any items or classroom library books that need to be returned to 
classroom teachers.  Please place classroom materials in a bag labeled with the classroom teacher’s 
name so we get it back to the right place.  
 
We are currently organizing classroom clean out days for the teaching staff that will occur on the week of 
May 18th.  Once the classrooms are cleaned, we will have pick up days for student belongings on the 
week of May 26th.  Please stay tuned for very clear and step by step directions so we can return student 
belongings in a responsible and socially distant manner. 
 
Many thanks to the Norwell Education Foundation for purchasing premium licenses to Kahoot and 
Padlet for Cole School teachers.  We’re excited to continue incorporating these two premium products 
into our weekly distance learning plans. 
 
The School Committee adopted the school calendar at Monday night’s meeting.  Please click here for 
the 2020-2021 School Calendar. 
 
If there are any technology issues with borrowed iPads, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org 
for support.  
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
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PE Place 
 

Mr. Thornton and Vinal School’s PE teacher, Mr. Leonard are excited to present the virtual Cole and Vinal 
School Field Day that will happen from 1-3 pm on Fridays, May 22nd to Friday, June 12th!  Our goal is to 
create fun activities each week that students, family members, classroom teachers, specialists, aids and 
administrators can safely participate in.  There will be no academic support or virtual connections during these 
times. 
 
Each week they will present, through an email to parents, a flipgrid code for the different activity for everyone to 
try to safely create at their home.  We are encouraging everyone to share a one minute video of their activity 
on flipgrid.  The flipgrid instructions will be on the PE teacher grid in the weekly learning plans. We have 
created one specific flipgrid for each grade and an online parent consent form for video participation.  Our hope 
is everyone will creatively participate and watch all the videos from their classmates, teachers and entire school 
community. Please be sure to look for the email coming soon from Mr. Thornton! 

 
 
Library Corner 

 
Update on Cole School Book Challenge: 
The Cole School Book Challenge is still continuing through May 15th, but I have 
amended the rules for the rest of the challenge. You may now read any chapter  
book you like (you don’t have to stick to the list) and have it count for this year’s 
challenge.  
 

A much simpler form (Book Tracker) has been added to my Library Web Page and in the library folders 
of Schoology. You can go to the tracker directly here: https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/5672. How 
we will distribute ribbons, medals, and trophies will be updated soon. 
 
Birthday Books: 
If you have already submitted a birthday book form this year, I will be catching up on those in the 
coming weeks and provide a way for students to select them virtually, from our “Birthday Book Bin.” I will 
be emailing parents with a link to accomplish that. I will then deposit the checks with the PTO and get 
the books ready, but will not be distributing them to students to check out until September. If there are 
5th grade students in the queue, I will update those families on how to handle that soon. If you wanted 
to do a birthday book this year but couldn’t because of school closing, we will do a super-duper 
catch-up in September for birthdays in March-August. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
 
Nurse’s Notes 

What do I do if I find a tick on myself? 
 
      It can be very upsetting to find a tick on yourself! What is the best 
way to get it off?  
       Do not smother it with vaseline or alcohol, or put a match to it.  

These do not work!  
       Use very pointy tweezers to get a good grip on the tick closest to 
your skin. Then pull straight up, not squeezing the body. The tick’s 
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hypostome is in your skin securely, so you will have to pull hard. 
  
 
Once the tick is off, take a picture and put it in a ziplock bag. You can upload your picture at 
TickEncounter.org. There, an entomologist will be able to tell you what kind of tick you have, how long it 
has been on you and the likelihood you have been exposed to tick borne illnesses. If you wish, you can 
mail the tick in to be tested for a fee. This site is run by a collaboration from URI and UMass Amherst. 
We are very lucky to have this resource. 

The best way to prevent tick bites is to  
Do a Daily Tick Check. 

Have a wonderful weekend! 
 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
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